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Gusto: Why Janet Jackson still matters 


» Singer brings her tour and her still-relevant message here Saturday | PAGE 16 
» Tragically Hip’s eulogy to Gord Downie is a celebration of his life. | PAGE 4 


Army Corps, in compromise, 
OKs partial landfill cleanup 


Photos by John Hickey/Buffalo News 


The Army Corps of Engineers has picked a $12.2 million cleanup option for a now-closed Town of Tonawanda landfill 
that contains radioactive soil, including uranium that some trace to the World War II Manhattan Project. 


Some in Tonawanda 


are left dissatisfied 


By Nancy FISCHER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


he federal government 
will remove less Manhat- 
tan Project radioactive 
wastes from a closed 
Town of Tonawanda landfill than 
state and local officials wanted. 
But local officials said this week 
they’re relieved the Army Corps 
of Engineers plans to do at least 
something. 
The Corps says that its reme- 
diation - which includes remov- 
ing a 5-foot layer of soil — is a cost- 


Joyce Hogenkamp, who lives near the 
landfill, says of the Army Corps plan, “A 
partial cleanup is better than nothing.” 


effective solution that will protect 
residents in nearby homes in the 
City of Tonawanda and others for 
1,000 years. 

The 55-acre former landfill is lo- 
cated north of Interstate 290, adja- 
cent to homes on Hackett Drive in 
the City of Tonawanda and an in- 
dustrial park owned by the town. 

Soil in the landfill contains ele- 
vated levels of radioactive material, 
including uranium, believed to be 
from wastes from the World War II- 
era Manhattan Project — which pro- 
duced America’s firstnuclear weap- 
ons. Elevated levels of uranium 
have also been found in groundwa- 
ter leeching from the landfill. 


See Cleanup on Page A4 


Response to Hoyts exit prompts questions 


Sex harassment probe, 
state comments at issue 


By ROBERT J. MCCARTHY 


NEWS POLITICAL REPORTER 


Questions are surfacing after Sam 
Hoyt’s abrupt departure from a top state 
government post in Buffalo early this 
week. 

Such as: 

e Why did Hoyt’s boss, Empire State 
Development chief Howard A. Zemsky, 


applaud Hoyt’s record when investiga- 
tions were underway over allegations 
that Hoyt, who is married, had sexually 
harassed a state employee? 

e Why did Hoyt, a close official and 
political operative of Gov. Andrew M. 
Cuomo, “separate from state service” 
at Empire State Development only this 
week after a probe into his romantic 
relationship with the state employee had 
begun months ago? 

e Were Hoyt’s superiors aware of a 
$50,000 settlement that he paid the state 
employee in return for her silence and a 


promise to not seek legal recourse? 

e Is the payoff a violation of any state 
policy? 

State officials had no answers 
other than a brief statement from the 
Governor's Office on Wednesday evening 
defending its response to the Hoyt 
situation. 

Zemsky’s representatives at Empire 
State Development did not return several 
phone calls or emails seeking comment. 

The questions follow revelations 


See Hoyton Page A4 


Driver planned 
attack over a 
year, police say 


Federal prosecutors level charges 
that could carry the death penalty 


By BENJAMIN MUELLER, 
WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM, 
AL BAKERAND 
ADAM GOLDMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


NEW YORK - Federal pros- 
ecutors on Wednesday accused 
the driver in the Manhattan 
truck attack with carrying out 
a long-planned plot spurred by 
Islamic State propaganda vid- 
eos to kill people celebrating 
Halloween. 

The charges, filed just over 
24 hours after the deadliest 
terror attack on New York City 
since Sept. 11, 2001, placed the 
case in the civilian courts even 
as President Trump denounced 
the American criminal justice 
system as “a joke” and “a laugh- 
ingstock.” 

The charges describe the 
driver, Sayfullo Saipov, 29, as a 
voracious consumer and metic- 
ulous student of ISIS propagan- 
da, and detail how he said he 
was spurred to attack by an ISIS 
video questioning the killing of 
Muslims in Iraq. They say hebe- 
gan planning the attack about 
a year ago and, after taking a 
test run in a Home Depot rental 
truck last week, chose Hallow- 
een to carry it out because more 
people would be on the streets. 

The charges were filed in ci- 
vilian court, and not the mili- 
tary system set up for foreign 
terrorists, a decision that flew 
in the face of Trump’s broad- 
sides against the criminal jus- 
tice system. Trump said he was 


St. Charles (Mo.) Dept. of Corrections 


Sayfullo H. Saipov, 29, an 
an Uzbek national, is the 
primary suspect. 


Inside: POLICEMAN ENDS 
SUSPECT'S RAMPAGE WITH 
NINE SHOTS. PAGE AQ 


open to trying Saipovinstead in 
military court at the U.S. prison 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Saipov, accused of killing 
eight people and injuring 12 in 
the attack, appeared in a Man- 
hattan federal courtroom just 
after 6 p.m. on Wednesday. Five 
guards stood behind him. 

A Russian interpreter spoke 
into a microphone, and Saipov, 
an immigrant from Uzbeki- 
stan, fitted an earpiece over his 
long beard and sharp features. 
When Magistrate Judge Barba- 
ra C. Moses asked if he under- 
stood the proceedings, Saipov, 
in a strong, clear audible voice, 


See Attack on Page A9 


Maziarz contending 


he didn't break law 


State emails offered 
in bid for dismissal 
By PHIL FAIRBANKS 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


By now, nearly everyone 
knows what former State Sen. 
George D. Maziarz was trying 
to hide. 

It was 2013 and Maziarz, in 
the midst of a re-election effort, 
wanted his campaign to hire a 
former Senate staffer accused 
of sexual harassment — but to 
keep the hiring secret. 

The question nowis whether 
the former Niagara County Re- 
publican powerhouse broke the 
law in doing what he did. 

Out of office since his sur- 
prise retirement three years 
ago, Maziarz will appear in an 


Albany courtroom today to ar- 
gue that what he’s accused of 
doing - he’s charged in a five- 
count indictment - is really no 
crime at all. 

Prosecutors are expected to 
counter that Maziarz’s crime is 
real and that the efforts to dis- 
miss the charges against him 
only fuel public cynicism over 
New York’s political system. 

At the heart of Maziarz’s 
legal challenge are internal 
emails from the New York State 
Board of Elections expressing 
doubt about the seriousness of 
his offense. An email from one 
lawyer backing the indictment 
said, “Well, the good thing is we 
do not have to convince you. “ 
Another attorney raising ques- 
tions about the indictment 


See Maziarzon Page A4 
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